Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.121; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.7.
Related literature
For background literature, see: Aaglawe et al. (2003) ; Grassi et al. (2004) ; Khan et al. (2006) ; Song et al. (2001) . For related structures, see: Sun et al. (2007) ; Imhof & Garms (2005) ; Song et al. (2004) ; Vasuki et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data C 19 H 17 NO 5 M r = 339.34 Triclinic, P1 a = 7.3897 (5) Å b = 8.1532 (6) Å c = 14.0023 (9) Å = 86.917 (5) = 83.306 (4) = 82.471 (5) V = 830.02 (10) Å 3 Z = 2 Mo K radiation = 0.10 mm À1 T = 273 (2) K 0.15 Â 0.12 Â 0.10 mm
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.985, T max = 0.990 4665 measured reflections 2904 independent reflections 2056 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.020 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.043 wR(F 2 ) = 0.121 S = 1.04 2904 reflections 229 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.12 e Å À3 Á min = À0.15 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 2; Àz.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1997) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
The molecule possesses normal geometric parameters and adopts a Z configuration about the central olefinic bond (Fig.   1 ). The C11-C16 phenyl ring and the oxazolone ring are almost coplanar. However, the C4-C9 phenyl ring is slightly twisted out of the plane of the oxazolone ring system by 11.2 (2) °. Comparison with 2,6-dimethoxy-4-(5-oxo-2-phenyl-4,5dihydro-1,3-oxazol-4-ylidenemethyl)-phenyl acetate (Sun et al., 2007) suggests that the presence of the 4-methoxy group leads to this deviation from coplanarity. Also, while O3, O4, O5, C17 and C19 are approximately coplanar with their attached benzene ring, C18 deviate from their mother benzene ring (Fig. 1) . The crystal structure is stabilized by the weak intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 ).
Similar structures have been observed in the related oxazolone analogues reported by Sun et al. (2007) , Imhof & Garms (2005) , Song et al. (2004) , and by Vasuki et al. (2001) .
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized from 3,4,5-trimethoxybenzaldehyde and hippuric acid as reported by Song et al. (2001) .
A mixture of hippuric acid (2.2 mmol), 3,4,5-trimethoxybenzaldehyde (2 mmol), sodium acetate (3 mmol) in acetic anhydride (8 ml) was refluxed for 5 hr. It was then cooled and ethanol (10 ml) was added to it. The resulting mixture was left over night at room temp. The solid thus obtained was filtered, dried and crystallized from ethanol to yield the title compound in 73% yield. A single-crystal suitable for an X-ray structural analysis was obtained by slowly evaporating from ethanol at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms were initially located in a difference Fourier map. The methyl H atoms were then constrained to an ideal geometry with C-H distances of 0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C). All other H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with C-H distances 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). (9) 0.0554 (7) −0.0040 (7) 0.0000 (6) −0.0128 (7) O3 0.0942 (11) 0.0559 (8) 0.0699 (9) 0.0064 (7) 0.0051 (7) 0.0006 (7) O4 0.0790 (9) 0.0789 (9) 0.0652 (8) −0.0073 (7) 0.0123 (7) −0.0120 (7) O5 0.0813 (9) 0.0644 (8) 0.0575 (8) −0.0123 (7) 0.0021 (6) 0.0062 (6) N1 0.0542 (9) 0.0615 (10) 0.0526 (9) −0.0109 (7) −0.0033 (7) −0.0048 (7) C1 0.0636 (12) 0.0642 (13) 0.0608 (11) −0.0072 (10) −0.0074 (9) −0.0108 (10) supplementary materials sup-7 Fig. 1 
